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Report of the Strategic Director – Transformation to the 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PANEL 1 – 28th October 2008 
 
Dereham Green Infrastructure Study and Implementation Strategy 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of the Report is to advise Members of the contents of the Dereham Green 
Infrastructure Study and Implementation Strategy.  

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Council/Committee: 
 
2.1 Note the contents of the Report and endorse the findings for use as part of the 

evidence-base supporting the progression of the Council’s Core Strategy and 
Development Control Policies document.  

 
 

 
Note:  In preparing this report, due regard has been had to equality of opportunity, 
human rights, prevention of crime and disorder, environmental and risk management 
considerations as appropriate.  Relevant officers have been consulted in relation to any 
legal, financial or human resources implications and comments received are reflected in 
the report. 
 

3. Information, Issues and Options 

3.1 Background to the study 

3.1.1 In May 2008, Dereham Town Council, in partnership with Breckland Council and 
Norfolk County Council commissioned consultants Ecology Land and People to 
undertake a Green Infrastructure Study and accompanying Implementation Strategy 
for the market town of Dereham.  The study provides detailed evidence to underpin 
the emerging Breckland Core Strategy in relation to the delivery of new green 
infrastructure, as well as recommending opportunities for the enhancement of the 
existing. The assistance in the production of a Green Infrastructure Study is also a 
year 1 action point set out in the Council’s adopted Environment Strategy. 

3.1.2    The study set out six key objectives that were to be achieved. These were as follows: 

• Review the current provision of green space in Dereham and its’ condition; 

• Review opportunities for additional green space, including making connections 
within the district and beyond; 

• Provide a policy and strategy context to the study; 

• Develop a green infrastructure network plan for the town; 

• Provide public access through sustainable transport to the network; and 

• Provide an achievable and practical implementation strategy setting out how the 
plan will be actioned.  

3.1.3   The study provides some additional detail in relation to mitigation measures that may 
be required as a result of development.  

3.1.4    The study sets out a vision for Green Infrastructure in Dereham which is:  

             ‘The vision for Dereham is for a network of wild places and green spaced which 
reconnects local people with their cultural and wildlife heritage and provides for an 



abundance of space for play and recreation.’ 

 

3.1.5    The study vision is illustrated graphically by a plan that spatially identifies six 
corridors as key links for connecting habitats across Dereham. A copy of the vision 
diagrams can be seen at Appendix A of this report for reference. 

3.2 Issues 

3.2.1   Dereham, in common with other market towns in Breckland, has been identified as 
having a deficit of formal open space provision compared to national standards, and 
this is set out in the Council’s Open Space Assessment (2007). There are also parts 
of Dereham which do not meet national standards for access to natural 
greenspaces. The Dereham Green Infrastructure Study identifies areas where there 
may be opportunities, through the provision of new or enhanced open space, to 
improve connectivity within and between the key habitat corridors as well as 
complete ‘missing links’ along these corridors. 

3.2.2   The study also considers what other opportunities may exist, beyond the 
development process that could be implemented to improve green infrastructure in 
Dereham as part of a wider package of measures.  

            Key Findings of the Study 

3.2.3    The study has provided a number of key findings and recommendations to inform the 
provision of appropriate green infrastructure in Dereham. Some of the key findings of 
the study that will impact upon Breckland Council are as follows: 

I. Study recommends the protection of the upper Tud Valley from new development 
in order to help sustain environmental values, utilising measures such as 
stewardship schemes.  

II. Utilise the design and development of a new Dereham town cemetery to contribute 
to achieving the vision for Green Infrastructure. This could include welcoming 
informal access to the site, providing for areas of woodland burials as part of the 
habitat, and seeking a wildlife friendly location.  

III. Enhance sustainable access to three corridors running north-south through town.  

IV. Recommend the development of a new football pitch in the Toftwood quadrant to 
be designed with green infrastructure in mind, ensuring broad margins and 
marginal habitats as well as tree planting.  

V. The study also indentifies other ‘soft’ measures that could be developed to 
enhance biodiversity, such as introducing a voluntary ‘Green Gardens’ scheme 
around areas of recognised biodiversity interest, such as Potters’ Fen and 
Scarning Fen. This would require funding to support changes in garden 
management.  

VI. A summary of ‘green’ guidelines for developers in Dereham, supplementing the 
expectations of the Norfolk Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Guidance as well 
as the requirements of 1APP (see Appendix B). 

VII. In the longer term (6-25 years), the study finds that a country park could be 
developed in the town to include the restoration of the Tud valley and creation of a 
community woodland could establish the eastern corridor and link to the southern 
corridor from the Upper Tud to Badley Moor.  

3.2.4   The above findings set out a number of possible actions to achieve the study vision. 
The findings provide a range of different measures that could be implemented to 
improve the provision of and links between green infrastructure in Dereham, and 
span a wide range of likely cost options and timescales for delivery. Many of these 
will require a coordinated approach to delivery, including input from Local 
Authorities, landowners and the wider public. 

3.2.5   Two consultation events were held to present the draft findings of the study, gather 



additional information, and consider options for delivering the vision. The first 
session was held on the 19th August 2008 for Officers and elected Members from all 
partner organisations as well as other key professional stakeholders. The findings 
were welcomed during this session and a number of issues relating to delivery were 
discussed. The second session was held specifically for members of the public and 
the study was supported by attendees and reaffirmed the findings as presented by 
the consultants. 

3.2.6    It is considered that the delivery of a number of the recommendations from the study 
will need to be progressed through the Breckland Local Development Framework 
process, particularly recognising those areas that may require protection from 
development or would necessitate a change in land-use designation. The study will 
form a key part of the evidence-base for subsequent Local Development Documents 
to support the progression of such proposals.  

3.2.7    Many of the findings identified by the study could, in theory, be delivered in the short 
term (subject to funding), and would require close partnership working between 
Dereham Town Council, Breckland Council and Norfolk County Council as well as 
other key stakeholders. A comprehensive schedule of costs and timetable has been 
prepared, a copy of which is included at Appendix C. 

3.2.8   It is considered that the implementation of a steering group with input from the 
Council is a positive outcome from the study and is supported by your Officers as a 
method of delivering the recommendations from the study.  

 3.3 Options 

3.3.1 Members endorse the Dereham Green Infrastructure Study and support its use as 
part of the evidence-base supporting the Core Strategy and Development Control 
Policies document. 

3.3.2   Members do not support the Dereham Green Infrastructure Study and do not 
consider it as a recognised part of the evidence-base supporting the Core Strategy 
and Development Control Policies document.  

3.4 Reasons for Recommendation(s) 

3.4.1 To enhance the evidence-base underpinning the Core Strategy and Development 
Control Policies document, as well as use in the Development Control process. 

4. Risk and Financial Implications 

4.1 Risk  

4.1.1 I have completed the Risk Management questionnaire and can confirm that risk has 
been given careful consideration, and that there are no significant risks identified 
associated with the information in this report. 

4.2 Financial  

4.2.1 This report has no direct financial implications.   

5. Legal Implications 

5.1 This report has no direct legal implications.  The Regulations which accompany the 
preparation of a Development Plan Document are to be adhered to.  Failure to 
consider the Regulations and proceed in accordance with them could result in either 
the document being found unsound or Judicial Review.  

6. Other Implications    

a) Equalities: - None 



b) Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998:  None   

c) Section 40, Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006: Yes. The 
study findings will, if implemented, have a positive impact upon biodiversity 
through enhancement and the provision of new links between areas of 
biodiversity. 

d) Human Resources:  None 

e) Human Rights:  None 

f) Other:  None 

7. Alignment to Council Priorities 

7.1 The Dereham Green Infrastructure Study will form part of the evidence-base 
underpinning the Council’s emerging Local Development Framework and will be relevant 
to the following Council priorities:  

• Building Safer and Stronger Communities 

• Environment 

• Prosperous Communities 

 

8. Ward/Community Affected 

8.1 The Dereham Green Infrastructure Study will affect all Wards in Dereham as well as 
Springvale and Scarning Ward. 

 
Background Papers 
Breckland Core Strategy and Development Control Policies submission document 
Breckland Open Space Assessment (2007) 
 
Lead Contact Officer: 
Name/Post: Phil Mileham: Senior Planning Policy Officer 
Telephone: 01362 656857 
Email:  phil.mileham@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision Status (Executive Decisions only): 
This is not a key decision.  
 
Appendices attached to this report:  
Appendix A – Green Infrastructure Vision diagrams 
Appendix B – Design Guidance for new developments in Dereham 
Appendix C – Costs and Timetable 


